March 28, 2006

(Mrs. MCCARTHY addressed the
House. Her remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

GREEK INDEPENDENCE DAY
ANNIVERSARY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. PALLONE)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. PALLONE. Madam Speaker, I am
proud to join with several of my col-
leagues this evening in celebrating the
185th anniversary of Greek independ-
ence from the Ottoman Empire.

In the years since Greek independ-
ence, Americans and Greeks have
grown ever closer, bound by ties of
strategic and military alliance, com-
mon values of democracy, individual
freedom, human rights, and close per-
sonal friendship.

Madam Speaker, while we celebrate
Greek independence this evening, it is
also important that we recognize that
Greece continues to battle oppression
from present-day Turkey in Cyprus. It
is crucial our Nation work with the
United Nations and the Government of
Cyprus to once again unify the island.
However, I am deeply concerned that
our government’s recent actions will
actually make it more difficult to re-
unify Cyprus. The U.S. State Depart-
ment and Secretary Rice seem much
more interested in rewarding those
who illegally occupied the northern
third of the nation back in 1974 than
actually reunifying the islands. Over
the past year, our State Department
decided to allow Americans to fly into
the occupied north, something that has
not been permitted since the illegal oc-
cupation took place back in 1974.

Last year, I joined many of my col-
leagues from the Congressional Hel-
lenic Caucus in sending a letter ex-
pressing our deep concern regarding
the legality of U.S. citizens flying di-
rectly from Turkey to the airport in
northern Cyprus. In response to that
letter, the State Department responded
that it was encouraging the elimi-
nation of unnecessary restrictions and
barriers that isolate and impede the
economic development of the Turkish
Cypriot community.

Madam Speaker, this new policy
must also be responsible for a decision
earlier this year by the State Depart-
ment to resume trade with the occu-
pied north through ports that were de-
clared closed after the invasion in 1974.
In order to allow trade, the State De-
partment is forced to ignore both Cy-
prus’ domestic law, as well as inter-
national law that prohibits entering
Cyprus through an illegal port in the
north.

Madam Speaker, I am deeply con-
cerned that the State Department’s
new policy towards the government
and the people of the occupied north
will only delay reunification of the en-
tire island. If U.S. allows direct trade
through routes in the north, what in-
centives do the illegal occupiers of
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northern lands have to make any con-
cessions to the rightful inhabitants? It
is as if the State Department has com-
pletely forgotten who is responsible for
the division of Cyprus in the first
place.

I have repeatedly encouraged Sec-
retary Rice to take an historic look at
the Cyprus problem over the past 30
years. It is important to look at this
problem not only through the lens of
the nonvote in 2004, but also from the
perspective of three decades of illegal
actions on the Turkish side.

Madam Speaker, I pledge tonight to
continue to speak out against a State
Department that seems more com-
fortable punishing the victims of the
Cyprus problem while rewarding the
occupiers. I am hopeful that one day
soon, like Greece, the island of Cyprus
will be unified and free. And tonight I
also applaud the determination that
the Greeks showed 185 years ago to
overcome the Ottoman Empire and re-
store democracy in the place of its
birth.

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. BILIRAKIS) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. BILIRAKIS addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

FAIRNESS IN TRADE TARIFFS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr.
JONES) is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. JONES of North Carolina.
Madam Speaker, recently Congressman
DALE KILDEE and myself have intro-
duced H.R. 4808.

We both are very concerned about
the jobs that continue to go overseas,
“‘outsourcing’ some people call it. And
with this bill what we are speaking to
is the tariff situation that will exist
between China and America.

In 2008, the Chinese will be selling in
America Chinese cars that are made in
China. These cars obviously will be
made by people who make in many
cases less than $1 an hour, $1.25 an
hour, no benefits, but yet they will be
selling these cars in this country.

What Mr. KIiLDEE and I have done,
along with other Members in both par-
ties, is to say, we want to see fairness
in this arrangement. If we try to sell
an American car in China today, to-
night, tomorrow we would pay 28 per-
cent tariff. When the Chinese sell their
cars in this country in the year 2008,
they will pay 2.5 percent.

What this bill does is simple. It says
fairness, fair trade. What is good for
the Chinese economy should be good
for the American economy. What is
good for the American economy, let it
be good for the Chinese economy. But
for this country, we have lost so many
manufacturing jobs in my own State of
North Carolina. Since NAFTA was en-
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acted, we have lost over 200,000 manu-
facturing jobs. Just the past 4 years,
between 2001 and 2005, we have lost 2.9
million manufacturing jobs in this
country.

This Nation cannot and will not re-
main strong if we do not have a manu-
facturing base. So this bill that Mr.
KILDEE and I have put in is very sim-
ple. I will repeat it again and then I
will close very shortly.

That is, if we are going to accept Chi-
nese cars to be sold in this country in
2008, and right now they will pay a 2.8
percent tariff while we are selling
American cars in China and American
cars have a tariff of 28 percent.

Madam Speaker, I will tell you this,
I think the American people are tired
and really kind of fed up, if you will,
with the fact that we have not done a
better job in this Congress, both sides,
of trying to protect the American
worker. This really is a bill that we are
trying to send a message. With the
WTO and the relationship we have, it
would be very difficult for this bill to
be signed by the President, but Mr.
KILDEE and I believe that the Congress,
on the floor of this House, should de-
bate H.R. 4808 and let the American
people, or as good as the American peo-
ple, let the negotiators know that the
Congress does care about fairness in
these trade agreements.

With that, Madam Speaker, I will
close by saying that I appreciate the
honor of serving in the House. I hope
that we will always do our best to pro-
tect American jobs and the American
worker.

I also want to close by asking God to
please bless our men and women in uni-
form. And, God, please bless the fami-
lies of our men and women in uniform.
And, God, please bless America.

————
SMART SECURITY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WOOLSEY)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. WOOLSEY. Madam Speaker,
with today marking the 17th anniver-
sary of the accident at Three Mile Is-
land, this seems like an appropriate op-
portunity to discuss the dangers posed
by nuclear energy and nuclear weap-
ons.

As I have said from this floor many,
many times before, I believe there is no
greater national imperative than to
bring our troops home from Iraq. But
the end of the war must also be the be-
ginning of some fresh and creative
thinking about national security.

We are in a desperate need, a need for
new strategies for keeping America
safe. Last summer, Madam Speaker, I
introduced the Nuclear Non-Prolifera-
tion Treaty Commitments Act. The
concept behind the bill is very simple,
and it is a really good starting point.
America must keep its word and live
up to the agreements it has made to re-
duce our nuclear arsenal. But we need
to go even further.
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